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	Please summarize the highlights of your pod meeting below: 1. The discussion on rural health began with CWRU CTSC sharing their strategic action plan to incorporate rural health initiatives in year three of their program. Other hubs shared their varied approaches, with the University of Kentucky (UKY) highlighting their Community Leadership Institute, which trains local stakeholders, such as school teachers and hospital administrators, to assist with recruitment and research in Appalachian regions. While UKY noted that enrollment has decreased, they have seen success using billboards to engage patients in interventional studies. Other institutions, including Mississippi, Arkansas, and UAB, utilize Practice-Based Research Networks (PBRNs) to facilitate rural enrollment. In Texas, UT Southwestern partners with approximately 44 Community-Based Organizations (CBOs) for screenings and cancer center referrals, though it was noted that there is currently no concerted coordination among the five Texas CTSAs regarding rural health efforts.

2. Regarding Government Relations (GR), the group discussed the challenges and strategies for proving value to legislative stakeholders. CWRU reported that while their GR team was previously disengaged, there is now growing interest and potential for the CTSC to join future legislative visits alongside the Cancer Center. Cincinnati and UKY emphasized that messaging has shifted from explaining what a CTSA is to explicitly translating their work into economic impact, specifically regarding dollars brought in and jobs created. UAB cautioned that public university systems often require strict vetting of these messages to ensure faculty do not "go rogue" with representatives. Similarly, UKY shared that during the indirect cost crisis in early 2025, they successfully collaborated with other large centers to produce a video demonstrating the critical nature of research funding.

3. Comments regarding the Fall 2025 CTSA program meeting focused on translating the good points raised in the opening session into actionable next steps. There was a strong consensus that the hubs need to band together to address larger societal issues, specifically taking on the task of improving public trust in science through improved communications. Participants expressed that they found significant value in the space provided for private sidebar meetings, which allowed for direct networking and collaboration with other CTSA hubs outside of the main sessions.
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