October 6, 2026
Pod Call
Potential Attendees:
Garovic, Vesna – Mayo Clinic, present
Meiners, Laura – Mayo Clinic, present
Buchanan, Tom (PI) – University of Southern California, Absent
Orechwa, Allison (admin) – University of Southern California, Absent
Wun, Ted (PI) – UC Davis, Absent
Lyles, Courtney (MPI) – UC Davis, present 
Angela Joy Griffiths (admin) – UC Davis, present
Selker, Harry (PI) – Tufts University, present
Gibson, Erin (admin)– Tufts University, present
Johnson, Julie (PI)– The Ohio State University, absent
Gerhardt, Cynthia (MPI)– The Ohio State University, present
Bernard, Tiffany (admin)– The Ohio State University, present
Freed, Julie (PI)- Medical College of Wisconsin, absent
Stauffer-Fetting, Blair (admin)– Medical College of Wisconsin, absent

Agenda:
Steering Committee updates (9/14): slides attached
Steering Committee updates (9/22)
Pod Spotlight Rescheduled
CTSA Fall Program Meeting
CTSA Fall Program Meeting – Feedback Survey: 2026 Fall CTSA Program Annual Meeting – Evaluation Survey

Upcoming important dates shared with the group
· Clinical Research Forum Top 10 Nominations: October 9th deadline
· Clinical Research Forum IT Roundtable
· Call for new CTSA Steering Committee members: October 14th deadline NCATS is seeking nominations for the CTSA 2027 Steering Committee
· NCATS Director’s Public Roundtable: October 9th 11 AM Eastern NCATS Director’s Public Roundtable


CTSA Steering Committee Updates: 9/14
The slides of the Steering Committee meeting on 9/14 were shared with the Pod.

Dr. Gerhardt reminded the Pod about the Pediatric Clinical Trials Working Group survey, requesting it be completed. The Pod discussed the impact of conditions across the lifespan and general ideas for working groups. 

CTSA Fall Program Meeting Discussion:
· The Pod discussed the new FDA Expedited Investigational New Drug Pilot and whether or not the sites in the Pod would be applying to participate. This is the first initiative launched under Operation TrialBlazer, a broader initiative to speed clinical trials.
· N3C. The group discussed the evolution of N3C citing the addition of the CMS data and updated organizational and administrative processes as a positive aspect. The Pod discussed the need for more about the governance and data agreements, particularly as it relates to data and privacy protection. The ethical use of data and AI was a recurring theme of the meeting, but wasn’t fully addressed in the specific N3C agenda. It was also noted that sites can request to use data without being data contributors, so the incentives to be a Data Contributing site were not clear. Dr. Garovic will take this discussion back to the Pod. The Real World Evidence Innovation Challenge was discussed. 
· Regarding the Fireside Chat with Dr. Bhattacharaya, the Pod expressed a desire for more open discussion during the meeting. 
Clinical Research Forum Top 10: 
The Pod discussed the opportunity to nominate individuals for recognition for the Clinical Research Top 10 Clinical Research Achievement Awards. 

